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Commissioners, Distinguished Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, as Chair of the PRIMA Core Group, I would like to thank the Greek Presidency and the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs of the Hellenic Republic for their continuous support and for their kind invitation, today, to illustrate PRIMA’s activities and results to such an important audience.
As clearly stated by the previous distinguished speakers, the political will to strengthen the cooperation on research and innovation in order to tackle key societal challenges in the Mediterranean Area has been clear since 2012, as a result of the Euro-Mediterranean Barcelona Conference. 
Based on a detailed analysis of major issues in the region, the conclusions of the Barcelona Conference highlighted the strategic value of increasing the integration of research programmes and the need for substantial public investments in research and innovation. For these reasons, it was proposed to prepare a co-designed, co-financed and co-owned EU-Mediterranean Partner Countries Joint Programme for the Mediterranean Area on collectively agreed topics of mutual interest, making explicit reference to Article 185 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). 
The idea of designing an initiative based on Article 185 was widely supported by the EU Ministers at the Informal Competitiveness Council in Nicosia in July 2012. 
As a result, since the MoCo meeting of Nicosia, held in November 2012, EU Member States and Mediterranean Partner Countries have been involved in defining the main features of the joint initiative, through the creation of the Partnership in Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) Core Group.
A lot of preparatory work has been done since then, aimed at setting the right preconditions to implement an Article 185 PRIMA Initiative dealing with Mediterranean societal challenges. 
One of the key features of the PRIMA Core Group has been its capacity to immediately engage EU Member States and Mediterranean Partner Countries in full-fledged peer collaboration. In full respect of this spirit, Dr. Khaled Elshuradey (from Jordan) has been appointed to co-Chair the Core Group activities. 
Several meetings of the PRIMA Core Group have been organized since its establishment, with the participation of representatives from EU Member States and Mediterranean Partner Countries.
PRIMA is an open-ended partnership, whose operations are currently mainly conducted through the activity of 5 Working Groups, with a balanced leadership and participation of EU MS and Mediterranean Partner Countries.
The Working Groups have been assigned specific tasks, namely i) Financial issues (Chaired by Dr Abdel-Ilah Afifi, from Morocco); ii) Legal status (Chaired by Hamid El-Zoheiry, from Egypt); iii) Mapping (Chaired by Didier Hoffschir, from France); iv) Road Map (Chaired by Afroditi Patroni, from Greece); Thematic fields (Chaired by José Bonfim, from Portugal).
I would like to thank the WGs and their chairs for the impressive quality and amount of work done, and the European Commission for the professional support offered.
The planning activities of PRIMA draw upon the several common research initiatives conducted or planned thanks to the 6th and 7th Framework Programmes and other EU programmes.
Let me remind you in particular:
· Bilateral projects with Mediterranean Partner Countries,
· Erawide projects,
· INCONET projects aiming at favouring policy dialogue and institutional synergies, such as MIRA and MED-SPRING,
· ERA-NETs involving in the Consortium non EU Mediterranean Countries, such as ERA-NET MED, ARIM-NET 1 and ARIM-NET 2, FORESTERRA,
· other projects dealing with the Mediterranean area, such as SEAS-ERA and Perseus.
Such initiatives have proven to be important and effective in promoting innovation in crucial technological and social areas. They have allowed an increase in mutual knowledge and trust across countries. A network of excellent scientists from both shores of the Mediterranean with a diverse background has become operational. Young researchers cooperate much more than in the past while their mobility and the number of joint research programmes are increasing.
Activities and results of those programmes paved the way for a more strategic, long-lasting and integrated initiative; capitalizing on their achievements and on the new knowledge that they generated is a valuable asset for PRIMA. The trajectory described by the previous efforts seamlessly and almost inevitably leads to a public-public partnership established according to Art. 185, such as PRIMA. 
The technical preparatory work of the PRIMA programme has been particularly intense in the last ten months, with meetings in Istanbul, Paris, Rome, Beirut and Brussels. This has allowed mutual learning and has certainly supported the PRIMA Core Group activities.
The debate among partners and the analysis of documents presented at these meetings allowed the main features principles of the future 185 PRIMA programme to be defined. 
First of all, the PRIMA programme should be characterized by shared responsibilities and governance among all the EU and non-EU Mediterranean Partner Countries committed to the initiative. This principle will be explicitly mentioned in the international agreements necessary for the establishment of the programme according to Article 185.
Regarding the thematic fields of the programme, they will definitely take into account the main societal challenges as identified by the EU Framework Programme for research Horizon 2020. Among them, the analysis of common priorities conducted by the Countries involved thus far in the Core Group suggested a focus on food systems and water resources, to be approached according to an integrated, multi-faceted approach. Adopting an integrated approach implies that virtually all the H2020 societal challenges will be considered, giving to PRIMA, as suggested by the speech of Minister Giannini, the status of a mini-framework programme, or a regional framework programme. 
Funding mechanisms will be mainly based on the virtual common pot option, allowing for both cash and in-kind contributions by participating countries, although a certain proportion of cash will be mandatory.
Working Groups also developed valuable preparatory materials on the possible options with respect to the legal status of the dedicated implementation structure foreseen for a programme according to Article 185. Together with the experts from the EC legal services, different forms of association were compared for what efficiency, effectiveness and full participation of all partners are concerned. A broad consensus emerged on a choice allowing for a timely implementation of a shared governance.
Coming to my conclusion, I would like to underline that one of the main positive features of the work done by the PRIMA Core Group is the openness of its activities to any interested partner, as well as the cooperative working climate developed among representatives of participating countries. 
Previous speeches have advocated that a long-lasting partnership, able to develop an integrated framework programme for research and innovation, built on the principles of mutual benefit, co-ownership and co-funding is urgently needed to effectively tackle priority societal challenges in the Mediterranean Area. The results of the technical preparatory phase and the state of cooperation among partners of the PRIMA Core Group demonstrate that conditions exist, now, to move forward to the preparation of the proposal according to article 185 of TFEU. 
It is my firm belief that a Research and Innovation Framework Programme is a solid step that the EU and the neighboring Mediterranean Countries can take to promote the healthy and sustainable development of this crucial Area.
Thank you for your attention.
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